SUMMAry recent molecular studies have revealed that the genus Cucumis in its current circumscription is paraphyletic. To become monophyletic, Cucumis must include five genera of the subtribe cucumerinae, namely Cucumella, Dicoelospermum, Mukia, Myrmecosicyos, and Oreosyce, already regarded as closely related by earlier workers based on morphology. The 19 species in the five genera are here formally transferred to Cucumis, resulting in 14 new combinations, two changes in status, and three new names (Cucumis indicus, C. kirkbrideana, and C. oreosyce). A description of the genus and a key to its 52 species are given, and the subgenera and sections are recircumscribed to reflect monophyletic groups. Subgenus Humifructus, with a haploid chromosome number of 12, contains only C. humifructus and C. hirsutus, while subgenus Cucumis, with n = 12 or n = 7, contains the remainder of the species. The latter is further divided into the sections Aculeatosi, Cucumella, Cucumis, Metuliferi, and Sagittati.
unwinged. chromosome numbers n = 7, 12 (also polyploids with n = 24 or 36 (Den nijs & Visser, 1985) and apparently aneuploid cultivars of C. melo with n = 20 or 22 (chandola et al., 1965) .
Cucumis maderaspatanus L. (1753) 1012
Synonym: Mukia maderaspatana (L.) M. roem. (1846) 47. -Melothria maderaspatana cogn.
(1881) 623. -Type: t. 170, f. 2 in L., Plukenet, Almag. 1696, South Afrika (lecto (Meeuse, 1962) ; epitype: Herb. Plukenet 201 (BM, n.v.).
Cucumis melo L. (1753)
1011. -Type: Sweden. Plant cultivated at Uppsala (lecto LInn, sheet number 1152.8, n.v. (Meeuse, 1962) ). (1859) 24. -Type: C. Zeyher 591 (lecto P (Kirkbride, 1993) ), South Africa, colesberg. 539. -Type: W. Burger 3214 (holo K), Ethiopia, Harerge reg. n of Erer-Gota near Idorra, 31.08.1963. 24. Cucumis kalahariensis A. Meeuse (1962) 70. -Type: R. Story 5320 (lecto PrE, n.v. (Kirkbride, 1993) ), South Africa, cultivated at roodeplaat from seed collected in namibia at nama Pan (26.08.1955) , Apr. 1957. 25. Cucumis meeusei c. Jeffrey (1965) 218. KEy To THE SPEcIES of cUcUMIS (modified after Kirkbride, 1993 Kirkbride, , 1994 1a. 
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